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Public Libraries in Tennessee 1958-1960: 


An Overview 


By JoHN F. ANpeERsoN, Director, Knoxville Public Library 


It has been two years since the Ten- 
nessee Librarian has devoted an issue to 
the public libraries of the state. As an 
introduction to this issue, an attempt is 
made to give a general picture of public 
library events over the past biennium, 
using the categories of (1) personnel 
changes, (2) finance, (3) building pro- 
grams, and (4) program development, as 
bench marks. A fifth bench mark, state- 
wide development and legislation, is in- 
cluded in the presentation of TLA’s “A 
Public Library Program for Tennessee,” 
found elsewhere in this issue. 

Certainly the past two years can be 
captioned a biennium of change and 
progress. This is normal, but public li- 
brarians of the state hope that the 
changes made in the past two years are 
but a prelude to dynamic developments 
in the 1960’s—fitting the 1961 TLA 
convention theme “Libraries in a Decade 
of Decision.” 


Personnel 


The most unusual change in the last 
biennium came in the turnover in the 
directorships of municipal libraries. Two 
library veterans and leaders retired and 
another with many years of service left 
Tennessee. Miss Helen M. Harris, after 
twenty-four years at Knoxville, retired 
on October 1, 1958; Jesse Cunningham 
retired, after nearly 35 years as Director 
of the Memphis Public Library, on March 
1, 1960; Robert Alvarez, Director of the 
Nashville Public Library for 14 years, 
resigned October 1959. Reid Hoey, Di- 
rector of the Oak Ridge Public Library 
since 1957, also resigned and moved to 
California on January 4, 1960. Changes 
also came at Kingsport, with the resig- 
nation of Harold R. Jenkins in February 
1959, and at Bristol with the retirement 
of Mrs. Douglas F. Widener on Septem- 
ber 1, 1959. 

Replacing this battery of veterans were 
John F. Anderson, coming to Knoxville 
from Baltimore, Maryland; C. Lamar 


Wallis, coming to Memphis from Rich- 
mond, Virginia; David Marshall Stewart, 
coming to Nashville from Washington, 
D. C.; Mrs. Paul E. Postell, promoted 
from the staff at Oak Ridge; Carlton J. 
Thaxton, coming to Kingsport from 
Coastal Plains Regional Library in Tip- 
ton, Georgia; and Mrs. Earl Coalson 
coming from King College to the Bristol 
Public Library. 

There were many other changes in 
library staff, many due to normal staff 
turnover. One major regional library 
change found Miss Elizabeth Cole going 
to the Florida State Library as a con- 
sultant, with Miss Patty Jean Meyers 
succeeding Miss Cole as Librarian of the 
Blue Grass Region. Memphis Public Li- 
brary acquired an Assistant Director with 


Turner Clark coming from the Director- - 


ship of the Shelby County Library. 
The size of staffs has generally in- 
creased, with perhaps the biggest growth 
shown at Memphis, with an increase from 
125 in 1958 to 170 in 1960. Salaries, 
on the low side in the national picture, 
have moved upward, with new salary in- 
creases in 1960 at Chattanooga, Knox- 
ville, and Memphis. The Chattanooga 
Public Library was included in a city 
government study of job analysis and 
classification. The Knoxville Public Li- 
brary completed its own job classification 
study in 1958, and established its first 
classified salary scale in 1960. 


Finances 

The various governmental units. in 
Tennessee have not been known for 
giving adequate support for their public 
library programs. In fact, not one public 
library in the state has yet to reach a 
minimum level of financial support as 
established by the American Library 
Association. The libraries nearest to 
minimum standards of support are Oak 
Ridge and Knoxville, with $2.20 and 
$2.24 per capita support. Since Oak 
Ridge Public Library became a depart- 
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ment of the city in the spring of 1960, 
a 20% increase in salaries has been pro- 
vided. The Knoxville Public Library ex- 
perienced an 18!4% increase in budget 
for 1960, but Memphis secured a whop- 
ping 27% increase. Nashville received 
the largest appropriation in its history, 
with a $30,000 increase from the city— 
a 13% jump. 

State Regional Library appropriations 
remained static in the past biennium, but 
local levels of support have steadily in- 
creased, and new counties entering the 
regional program have usually entered at 
well over the financial minimum required 
by the State. Indicative of local financial 
effort, the 1958-59 year showed increases 
of $18,679 in the regional system, and 
a dramatic increase of $61,092 for 
1959-60. 

In spite of new, and sometimes dra- 
matic, increases in budgets for 1960, the 
public libraries of Tennessee have a long 
road ahead for adequate financing. Pub- 
lic libraries of the state are “starting 
from far back”—but they are on the 
move to secure needed funds. 

Buildings 

An outstanding public library building 
program has been underway in Memphis. 
Another article in this issue will tell of 
the new Cossitt Library, dedicated No- 
vember 29, 1959. This fall finds Mem- 
phis with two new branch libraries under 
construction, at an _ expenditure of 
$280,000. : 

Nashville successfully obtained a 
$250,000 bond issue to build two new 
branches and renovate existing library 
buildings. Chattanooga has undergone 
several studies, and plans are underway 
to relocate the main library building in 
the central business district. Kingsport 
is remodeling the attractive former Post 
Office (22,925 sq. ft.) at an estimated 
total cost of $300,000, for the public 
library. Oak Ridge has renovated its 
library, but booming business finds the 
library rapidly outgrowing its quarters. 
Knoxville has a new branch under con- 
struction and has recently completed 
renovation of portions of its main library 
building. 

Twelve libraries in the Regional Li- 
brary System have moved to new quarters, 


financed by contributions from city and 
county governments and local service 
clubs. Community groups in Knox 
County have provided library quarters 
in a new community center, have added 
a major addition to one community li- 
brary, and remodeled another. 


Programs 


Program developments in public li- 
braries are too numerous to mention 
fully. Perhaps a significant adult edu- 
cation program which has had increased 
promotion in the past two years is the 
Great Books Discussion program. Not- 
able increases in this program came after 
Tennessee received the services of a Great 
Books Regional Director. Memphis, 
Nashville, and Knoxville areas have added 
many new groups. 

The completion of the new Cossitt 
building and the increase in budget has 
allowed the enlarging of the Cossitt Li- 
brary staff and the addition of a Business 
and Technology Division to the Refer- 
ence Library. 

In the Regional program, four coun- 
ties have combined separate city and 
county libraries into one city-county li- 
brary administered by a joint board. 
Two-year library demonstrations fi- 
nanced by federal funds were completed 
in seven rural counties on June 30, 1959. 
All seven counties appropriated local 
funds to continue their public library 
service. On July 1, 1959, demonstra- 
tions were started in five rural counties 
to be completed on June 30, 1961. 

New friends of the library groups have 
been developed, with the new groups at 
Oak Ridge and Kingsport particularly 
active. The group at Kingsport in 1960 
raised over $77,000 to aid the construc- 
tion of the library and to add new tech- 
nical books to the library collection. The 
“Old Board” of the Lawson McGhee Li- 
brary (unofficial self-perpetuating Board 
of the original library) was instrumental 
in securing a $10,000 donation for the 
complete rehousing of the library’s 
famous McClung Historical Collection 
in the summer of 1960. 

The Regional Library program con- 
tracted with the Alanar Book Processing 
Corporation for the order and processing 
of books, effective July 1, 1960. 
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The Caney Fork Regional Library at 
Sparta won a John Cotton Dana Pub- 
licity Award for “breadth of coverage 
and recognition of purpose as a motivat- 
ing force in publicity use.” The award, 
given in 1960, was for libraries serving 
populations between 25,000 and 100,000. 


National Library Week, under the 
vigorous leadership of Miss Katherine 
Culbertson and Miss Elizabeth Cole as 
State Executive Chairmen, was success- 
fully celebrated with all types of pro- 
grams and publicity throughout the 
state in 1959 and 1960. Libraries fea- 
tured open houses, authors’ receptions, 
authors’ dinners, distribution of special 
booklists, and proclamations by the 
Governor and various Mayors and County 
Judges. 


Nashville Public Library, now under- 
going a reorganization, is establishing an 
Extension Department. A staff organi- 





For BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND 
Prebound Books 


State librarian gives six reasons for pur- 
chasing BTSB Bindings. 


1. “bindings are more sturdy and 
attractive.” 

2. “billing is the most accurate.” 

3. “service is faster.” 

4. “stock is . . . complete.” 

. “shipments always arrive . . . in ex- 
cellent condition.” 

6. “prices on quantity orders are con- 
sistently lower than those of other con- 
cerns producing Class A library binding.” 
We'd like to convince you too that 
BOUND -TO-STAY-BOUND Prebound 
Books will best serve you and your li- 
brary. We urge you to write for our 
literature and catalogs. 


me Sue. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
*GOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND™ PREBOUND BOOKS 
JACK: HLINOIS 


zation, affiliated with SORT of ALA 
was formed June 5, 1959. The library 
was officially made a department of the 
city government on August 1, 1959, 
and a new library board was appointed 
to replace the former self-perpetuating 
board of the private corporation. The 
Board is unique in having four local 
authors as members. 


Public libraries began talking more 
about their activities to both their public 
and to their staffs. Regional libraries 
are issuing monthly publications and both 
Memphis and Knoxville have established 
multi-paged staff bulletins. 


A new circulation charging system, 
Addressograph’s Bookamatic, was put 
into operation in Knoxville June 15, 
1959. Kingsport is in the process of 
selecting a new mechanized system. 


In Summary 


A look at the past two years reveals 
the hopeful sign that public libraries are 
beginning to make a strong move toward 
much improved library service. That 
there is still much to be done is revealed 
in brief through the TLA study program. 


Financial improvement took a strong 
move upward in 1960 on the local level. 
Still to be obtained is a better financial 
commitment by the state for its part 
in state-wide public library development. 
New building programs have yet to get 
into full swing, with the exception of 
Memphis, which has practically rebuilt 
its library system physical plant. Per- 
sonnel changes at the top level were al- 
most wholesale for city libraries—and 
an unusual occurrence in a two year 
period. As library budgets, staff, and 
physical plant expand, new programs are 
being initiated. Public libraries in Ten- 
nessee do not lack imagination in serving 
the public. Let us hope that the “two 
year look” in 1962 will reveal an even 
more rapid expansion in quantity and in 
quality of public library service in Ten- 
nessee. 
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Public Library 


One of the significant developments 
on Tennessee’s public library scene for 
the past two years has been the Legis- 
lative Council’s study of public library 
services. This study was instigated by 
the Legislative Committee of TLA. Pre- 
sented here is a brief summary of the 
events leading to the drafting of TLA’s 
“A Public Library Program for Ten- 
nessee,” printed in this issue. 


At the 1958 conference at Gatlinburg, 
the TLA membership accepted the Legis- 
lative Committee report recommending 
that a request be made for a study of 
public library services in Tennessee by 
the State Legislative Council. The TLA 
Legislative Committee, 1958-59, acting 
upon this recommendation, requested the 
study; and Senate Joint Resolution No. 
3 was the result. This resolution, printed 
in the July 1959 issue of Tennessee 
Librarian, asked that the Legislative 
Council examine the adequacy of the 
present library program, particularly in 
the rural areas; examine the relationship 
of metropolitan counties to the state 
program; examine the relationship of 
state support to local support; and 
examine the adequacy of present state 
public library laws. 


The resolution passed unanimously, and 
TLA and the State Library and Archives 
were asked to submit an opening state- 
ment to the Legislative Council on June 
25, 1959. TLA had appointed a sub- 
committee of the Legislative Committee 
to carry forth TLA’s part in the study. 
This sub-committee, chairmaned by John 
F. Anderson, Director of the Knoxville 
Public Library, was composed of Miss 
Frances Smith, Librarian of the Jackson 
Free Library; Mrs. Helen Kittrell, Li- 
brarian, Clinch-Powell Regional Library; 
Mr. Douglas Ferguson, Trustee, Noli- 
chucky Regional Library; and Mr. James 
J. La Penna, former Trustee, Nashville 
Public Library. Miss Mary Bates served 
with the sub-committee as a liaison with 
the State Library and Archives. The 
sub-committee met in Nashville on June 
8 to prepare its first statement to the 


Services Study 


Legislative Council on June 25, the state- 
ment being presented by Miss Ruth 
Ringo, President of TLA. The statements 
presented by TLA and by the State Li- 
brary and Archives were reprinted in the 
July 1959 issue of Tennessee Librarian, 


The TLA sub-committee gathered re- 
ports and data from other states for 
study. It constructed a questionnaire 
which received a 95% reply from public 
librarians in the state, and this question- 
naire provided the basis for an open meet- 
ing of the sub-committee in Nashville 
on October 1, 1959. The open meeting 
was attended by practically all of the 
regional and city librarians. 


Eleven members of TLA testified be- 
fore the Legislative Council Sub- 
Committee on the Public Library Services 
Study on October 2, 1959. Five regional 
or county trustees presented statements 
along with five municipal librarians. 
The TLA Chairman spoke on behalf of 
TLA. 


The sub-committee again met with the 
Legislative Council Sub-Committee on 
October 29 in a work session on suggested 
changes in state library laws affecting 
public libraries. Dr. Lowell Martin met 
with the TLA Sub-Committee on No- 
vember 23 and 24, 1959, to help the 
committee explore problems in preparing 
a draft for a proposed public library de- 
velopment program for Tennessee. 


Several committee meetings and con- 
siderable hard work followed before the 
first draft of the program emerged. 
Meanwhile, the Legislative Council staff 
prepared a lengthy questionnaire, which 
was mailed to all public libraries in the 
state. The first draft of the TLA pro- 
gram was mailed to public librarians in 
the state for criticism, following which 
the final draft was prepared and pre- 
sented to the Legislative Council at its 
meeting on March 19, 1960. 


The document was presented to the 
Executive Committee of TLA on July 
29, 1960, where it was unanimously ac- 


anim 





cepted. The Legislative Committee then 
took the document and made certain 
additions and revisions to use as the 
legislative program for TLA. Recogniz- 
ing its limitations, this document re- 
printed below is the best thinking of a 
representative group of librarians and 
trustees on an immediate priority pro- 





plan. The Sub-Committee recognized 
the need for a more complete and thor- 
ough study, and as time passes, this study 
will be urgently needed. The State Legis- 
lative Council is due to issue its report 
on the Public Library Services Study in 
November 1960. Tennessee librarians 
await with interest and with hope. 





gram for public libraries in a state-wide 


A Public Library Program for Tennessee 


A Statement by the Sub-Committee for the Public Library Services Study of 
the Tennessee Library Association 


The public library is the source of information, educational reading, and whole- 
some recreation for all ages and levels of people. It develops a love of reading in 
children. It is an aid to students. It has materials for businessmen, farmers, 
government officials, professional people, parents—anyone who needs facts and ideas 
in his life. 

The public libraries of Tennessee have not kept up with the schools of this 
State. Money is being spent to teach children to read—but when they grow up 
in many communities in Tennessee they lack the reading material. necessary to use 
their reading skill in adult life. This represents a loss not only to the individuals 


involved, but also to the business, agricultural, professional and cultural life of 
the State. 


Present Library Service in Tennessee 


Public library service in Tennessee is provided through three types of libraries: 
1. City libraries. 
2. County libraries. 


3. Regional library centers, maintained by the State, which aid the county 
and local units, and also provide service by bookmobile to localities without 
library facilities. 


Funds to operate this program come from local and State sources, supplemented 
at present by federal funds from a temporary program of federal aid for library 
service. The Library Services Act, under which federal funds are provided for library 
development in the rural areas will be terminated on June 30, 1961. Unless this act 
is extended, no federal funds will be available after this date. An extension bill 
was entered in Congress on January 7, 1960. Estimated expenditures for the fiscal 
year 1958-59 were as follows: 





, Local Lib. 
Metropolitan Reg. Not in Per- 
Counties System Reg. System Total centage 
Local funds $1,049,975 $231,831 $146,164 $1,427,970 75.3 
State funds 22,500 283,285 0 305,785 16.1 
Federal funds 15,912 146,750 _ 0 162,662 8.6 
$1,088,387 $661,866 $146,164 $1,896,417 100.0 


Federal funds received for 1959-60 amounted to $219,097. If these funds 
should be discontinued, an equal amount in state funds will be needed to continue 
the library program at its present level. 


sail 





The stronger features of the present library system in Tennessee are as follows: 

1. Most localities and counties have some library service. : 

2. Four relatively strong municipal libraries in four major cities spaced across 
the State: Chattanooga, Knoxville, Memphis, and Nashville. 

3. The regional plan maintained by the State coordinates most of the libraries 
into eleven large cooperating groups or agencies. 


The great shortcoming is the limited quality of the present library system in 
Tennessee, which does not come near meeting the needs of the people. Three basic 
causes account for this weakness: 


1. Except in the larger cities, Jocal financial effort for libraries in Tennessee 
has been very limited, at only a fraction of the level usually found in 
counties and smaller centers. 


2. State funds for library service have also been limited, constituting only 
.2 of 1% of the State funds provided for schools. 

3. The strength of the city libraries has not been related to the total state- 
wide program of service. 


Needs for Improvement of Library Service 


While a degree of library progress has been achieved in Tennessee, the limited 
facilities available to people call for a reasonable program of improvement. The 
necessary steps for such a program are outlined below. The several points indicate 
only the direction of development—details of a complete plan may require a detailed 
professional study. This report represents the best thinking of a committee of 
librarians and trustees from the Tennessee Library Association. 


I. INCREASE IN THE REQUIRED MINIMUM LEVEL OF 
LOCAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT. 


Financial support for libraries, as for other parts of the educational program, 
is a partnership between localities and the State. Both levels of government must 
contribute their share. 


In Tennessee, the local financial effort exerted in support of libraries differs 
widely. Large cities have made a minimum reasonable effort, although even they 
do not approach recognized national standards. In the counties and smaller cities, 
a few have also made some effort—but most have provided only token support. 
While making little effort themselves, these localities have had the benefit of both 
federal and state funds. 


An interesting point is that it is not the poorest counties in economic level 
that make the least effort in support of library service. On the contrary, many 
counties have medium and even relatively high economic level that are not digging 
very far in their pockets for libraries. Here are the average family incomes for 
the three rural counties making the greatest effort. 


Counties Making Greatest Effort 

(Five or more times the present 

recommended State minimum for 
local library effort.) 


County Average per capita income* 
Fentress $725 
Grundy 727 
Macon 901 
Average for State 1,547 


Counties making very little effort receive State service just as those that first 
try to help themselves. In these cases, the partnership for supporting libraries is 
broken down, and the locality is living off State funds. 


*Figures taken from May 10, 1959 SALES MANAGEMENT “Survey of Buying Power.” 
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The Tennessee Library Association and the staff of the Public Libraries 
Division of the State Library and Archives recognize that the present State require- 
ment for local appropriation of funds to participate in the regional library program 
is too low. It is impossible to operate a minimum program at this level. 

After considerable study of various methods which might be used to raise 
the level of local support, this committee has concluded that a reasonable amount 
of local funds should be required from any county which shares in the services 
provided with state funds. 

It is recommended that the State Library and Archives Commission be required by 
law to establish and enforce minimum requirements for counties to participate in 
the state’s regional library program. It is recommended that these requirements 
be established on a definite schedule consisting of a series of steps culminating in 
a requirement which will be the equivalent of a 1-mill tax levy adjusted by the 
percent of taxpaying ability. 
Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 10, Section 104 (4) should be amended by adding 
the following sentence: 
The commission shall establish and enforce minimum requirements, including 
requirements for local financial support of public library services, for any 
county to qualify for participation in a state-supported program. 


Il. FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE REGIONAL PROGRAM. 


In its regional library centers, Tennessee appears to have a sound structure 
for coordinating and supplementing local and county library service. This structure 
should be built up in the future, both to improve service and to get the greatest 
possible return from money spent. 


1. Training of local staff 


For most people in Tennesece, the library service received comes not from 
trained librarians in large centers but from untrained and often part-time local 
help in smaller places. It is not feasible to plan for a professional librarian in each 
small town and county. The regional staffs must take as a primary responsibility 
the in-service training of local library attendants. This would be done by informal 
classes, individual instruction, and written manuals. Topics to be covered include 
circulation methods, selecting books, keeping the collection organized, and providing 
basic information service. This work cannot be fully accomplished without ad- 
ditional professional assistance. 


2. Development of local information service 

This is an extension of the previous point on training. Every local library 
should have a staff member drilled in the content of 40-50 essential reference 
sources, such as dictionaries, encyclopedias, and manuals. And of course the essential 
titles must be provided in each local outlet. With the tools and training, local 
personnel will be able to provide answers for most of the questions raised by people. 
Special inquiries that cannot be answered locally will be sent on to the regional 
library center and the more difficult questions to a district reference library in 
each major part of the State. 


It is recommended that a professional staff member assigned to in-service 
training of local library attendants and to development of information service within 
the region be added to the staff of each of the eleven regions. 

3. Provision of children’s library service within regions 

Children constitute a key group for the promotion of good reading. But 
children need guidance to become interested in good reading and to make progress 
according to their interests and abilities. There should be a professional children’s 


librarian on the staff of each of the eleven regional library centers. This staff 
member would divide her time among the several counties of the region, organizing 
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story hours and other reading activities and advising individual children who have 
special reading needs. 

4. Provision of adult service within regions 

Parallel to the children’s specialist in each region should be an adult specialist, 
for work with business organizations, civic groups, PTA’s, rural community groups, 
women’s clubs with cultural programs. This staff member would work with these 
groups, get to know their reading needs, and then supply reading and related ma- 
terial to help them carry on their programs—books, magazines, government publi- 
cations, etc. Separate activities such as book discussion groups would also be organized 
by this staff member as demand required. The film circuit now in operation in 
Tennessee would be furthered by the adult specialists in the various regions. 

§. Centralization of book processing for libraries within regions 


Much local staff time is now wasted by duplication of cataloging of the 
same titles in each local library, and by ordering procedures on a small scale in each 
agency. As a first step, an experiment should be conducted in one region to see 
how a centralized plan would work out. Local librarians would still have control 
over what books would become available locally, but the regional processing center 
would streamline the operations, or order and catalog the books. Thus, local staff 
members, after on-the-job training, would have both the time and the ability to 
help readers directly, instead of having much of their time taken up with record 
keeping. 

6. Added unit costs for regional centers 


It is recommended that these library service programs be added in progressive 
steps: professional children’s services, information and in-service training services, 
and adult services. The unit cost of each of the programs added will be $9,000 
per region, including the addition of one professional librarian, travel expenses, 
additional clerical services and books and supplies. 


Ill. USE OF LARGER CITY LIBRARIES AS CENTERS FOR SPECIAL- 
IZED SERVICES IN SEVERAL LARGE DISTRICTS OF THE STATE. 

Tennessee now has relatively strong points in public library service in Chatta- 
nooga, Knoxville, Memphis, and Nashville. To a limited extent—but only a limited 
extent—these libraries have been making facilities available to people living outside 
the metropolitan county. 

It must also be pointed out that these city libraries have not benefitted from 
funds and services provided by the State. The larger cities of course contribute 
substantially to state revenues. Yet, except for a small program recently started 
with some of the city libraries, state funds have been used only for town and 
rural areas. 

It is proposed to bring -these city strong points into a state-wide library 
program for two reasons: to open the extensive facilities of the city libraries to 
more serious and specialized readers over a wide area, and at the same time to use 


state funds to help the cities maintain these libraries which in substance would 
become centers for large districts as well as agencies for the individual cities. 


The large municipal libraries would provide two related services: . 
1. Requests for titles not held in smaller local libraries would be forwarded 
to the city library in the district, which would supply the books for a 


short period of loan, or—if it lacked the titl——would seek to get it from 
the State Library, a university library, or a source outside the state. 


2. Complicated information and reference questions for which local resources 
did not provide suitable information would be forwarded to the city- 
district library. 


This city-district service should be operated strictly as a supplement and 
not as a substitute for local service. In fact, the central reference and inter-library 
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loan facilities should not be open to the out-of-city reader unless his own locality 
provides its own library to take care of his more common reading needs. This report 
recommends that district-wide reference service be given by the four metropolitan 
libraries. 


For providing this service over the several large sections of Tennessee, the four 
libraries should each receive $25,000 per year. This is at the rate of about four 
cents per capita for people living outside the big cities. One form that this could 
take is a contract between the State and each of the four libraries to provide 
district service. The city libraries themselves would retain administrative control 
over operations both within the cities and to district residents. 

Over and above the broad district plan, the four city libraries should be used 
as the centers for unified library service within their immediate metropolitan areas. 
By this means a degree of order and efficiency can be brought to the growing areas 
around cities without a basic change in government. This can best be achieved 
by a unified city and county library plan, using the established city agency as a 
natural center for a program extending over the entire metropolitan county. Most 
of the money for these units would come from the cities and counties themselves. 
The State should aid metropolitan area library service by making $25,000 per year 
available to each of the metropolitan centers that adopts a unified library plan. 


IV. PUBLIC LIBRARIES DIVISION EXPANSION FOR TOTAL 
PROGRAM. 

The Public Libraries Division of the State Library and Archives is responsible 
for the encouragement of library development throughout the State. The present 
program involves: 

Operation of eleven regional library centers. 

2. Supporting the development of uniform library services in three metro- 

politan counties. 

3. Providing limited consultant services. 

4. Conducting workshops for trustees. 

5. Promoting state-wide public library objectives. 

An expansion in the total state-wide public library program requires additional 
personnel and services in the Public Libraries Division. 

1. One of the shortcomings of library service in Tennessee at present is the 
lack of trained staff members. The library profession is critically short in trained 
librarians. With an expanded public library program it is recommended that Ten- 
nessee should establish an annual scholarship fund for professional library trainees. 
This fund should begin at a figure of $7500 per year, based on obtaining five 
recruits for library training per year. These new recruits would help fill new 
positions and keep up the supply of qualified librarians for existing positions. This 
beginning scholarship program is not adequate to fill positions at the rate needed, 
but some reliance would be put upon obtaining available qualified librarians for 
service in Tennessee. 

2. Additional state-wide consultants are needed to carry on the extended 

library development program in Tennessee. 

It is recommended that a children’s consultant and an adult services specialist 
be added to the staff of the Public Libraries Division at a total cost of $20,000 
per year, including supporting services. 

3. Film program 

One of the needs for complete basic library service is the extension of film service 
to the regional library program. There is an existing film circuit whose participants 
are Knoxville, Chattanooga, Nashville, and Kingsport. There is a need to extend 
this educational film service to the multi-county regions of the State. Memphis 
Public Library is considering entering into the present film circuit under con- 
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ditions set forth by this circuit. It is recommended that the State contribute $25,000 
annually to the augmenting of the film circuit program, with $5,000 going to 
each of the five film circuit members. These film circuit libraries would agree to 
extend film service to the local libraries in the regional system. 


CONCLUSION 


It must be emphasized that the library plan proposed here would not put 
Tennessee in the forefront in the United States, nor would it be the most expensive 
program in the country by far. However, it would bring a sound minimum level 
of book and library service to every person in the State, through a system of local, 
regional and city-district libraries. The cost would be in the vicinity of an 
additional $500,000 per year in state funds. This would represent an additional 
investment of about sixteen cents per capita to bring the world of books and 
recorded information and ideas to every individual in Tennessee and to every aspect 
of its economic and cultural life. 

In addition to the increase in state funds for public library service, local funds 
will be substantially increased, so that a joint effort will result in improved public 
libraries. 


Included with this report is a suggested timetable for this six-year develop- 
ment program with cost estimates for additional State contribution. 

It must be recognized that this plan is only a basic one to begin an adequate 
program of public library service for Tennessee. It is modest compared to the need, 
and is not intended to serve as an ultimate program. The cost estimates are based 
on today’s dollar value. 
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SIX YEAR PUBLIC LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
A TIMETABLE 


This timetable is developed in accordance to a biennial legislative budget 
schedule, commencing with the 1961-63 period. Therefore, figures cover a two- 
year period. 


ToTAL FOR 


BIENNIUM 
I. BUDGET PROGRAM 1961-63 
1. Reference and training specialist in each multi-county region, 
@ $9,000 — total $99,000 per year $ 198,000 
2. Metropolitan library reference extension to multi-county 
regions, @ $25,000 per library — total $100,000 per year __. 200,000 
3. Scholarship fund @ $7,500 per year -..-...---.....-...-.----------------- 15,000 
Total additional funds needed above 1959-61 level _.....$ 413,000 
II. BUDGET PROGRAM 1963-65 
1. Children’s librarian in each multi-county region, @ $9,000 
a=niGptal (G99/000.cer Veer ee 198,000 
2. Metropolitan county unified service @ $77,500 per year in 
addition to the $22,500 now spent for this purpose —................... 155,000 
3. State-wide children’s consultant @ $10,000 per year 20,000 
Total additional funds needed above 1961-63 level _.......$ 373,000 
Ill. BUDGET PROGRAM 1965-67 
1. Adult services specialist in each multi-county region @ 9,000 
woe GME IE I iii sintessinistaiabinininntnllcaneleentacabsnhd 198,000 
2. Film circuit program @ $5,000 for § library centers in 
program — total $25,000 per year —...........--.----.----------------cee-ee--- 50,000 
3. State-wide adult services consultant @ $10,000 per year -......... 20,000 
Total additional funds needed above 1963-65 level _.........$ 268,000 
IV. TOTAL BUDGET SCHEDULE FOR PUBLIC LIBRARY 
DEVELOPMENT 
(State Funds only) 
1961-63 Schedule 
1959-61 State appropriation @ $300,000* per year _.............$ 600,000 
Development program @ $206,500 per year = 413,000 
Teel fo owmoqer pee TT... S11 ST 
1963-65 Schedule 
1961-63 State appropriation @ $506,500 per year —._.. $1,013,000 
Development program @ $186,500 per year 373,000 
TE Tr SE inne sisi nit cinsitinsitmmnsnvicinl $1,386,000 
1965-67 Schedule 
1963-65 State appropriation @ $693,000 per year $1,386,000 
Development program @ $134,000 per year 268,000 
Teeal for two-year period —______..______________ $1,654,000 


Under the proposed minimum requirements for local support at 1 mill, 
$1,711,693.00 per year would be available, if all 95 counties should participate in 
the program. On a biennial basis the state would contribute $1,654,000.00 and the 
localities $3,423,386.00. This represents a partnership in which the state would 
provide one-third of the total financing and local units would provide two-thirds. 





*Does not include $219,097 in federal funds available in 1959-60. 
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ADDITIONS AND. CHANGES BY LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 


The Legislative Committee of TLA, after reviewing the Sub-Committee report, 
made a few changes and additions for a suggested TLA legislative program. The 


major points are as follows: 


1. Reduction of cost for metropolitan library reference extension from 
$25,000 per library (total $100,000 annually) to $15,000 per library 


($60,000 annually). 


2. Inclusion of additional book fund allotment of $2,250 per regional library 


($24,750 annually). 


3. Revision of Development Program timetable to include 


request for the first biennium. 


larger budget 


1961-63 Additional program @ $293,750 per year ...........$ 587,500 
1963-65 " *» — @ $109,000 per year 218,000 
1965-67 . . @ $109,000 per year 218,000 
Total Development Program —_____ ___... $1,023,500 
NUNN: TERR IE I sii essere ssinsirsisdewsnicinsripiasliinte 600,000 
Total public library program _...-.---- $1,623,500 


Library Services Act 


Monday, August 22, 1960 was an his-. 


toric day for public libraries of the 
nation, when under suspension of House 
rules, bill S. 2830 was passed by a vote 
of 190 to 29. Thus ended a breath- 
taking battle in the House of Represen- 
tatives to overcome a deadlocked Rules 
Committee which had refused to report 
out a House Bill on the Library Services 
Act. The bill had heavy bi-partisan sup- 
port and the written support of both 
Presidential candidates. Opposition was 
scattered, and based mainly on opposition 
to federal aid, not libraries. The Presi- 
dent signed the bill into law on August 
31 (Public Law 86-679), extending the 


Extended Five Years 


Library Services Act until June 30, 
1966. 


On August 26, the H.E.W. Appropria- 
tions bill, including $7,500,000 for the 
present Library Services Act, was cleared 
for the President’s signature. For the 
first time since the Act was passed in 
1956, the entire amount authorized under 
the law has been appropriated by Con- 
gress for the 1960-61 fiscal year. 


‘With the extension of the Library Serv- 
ices Act and authorization of the full 
appropriation, Tennessee will continue to 
receive the maximum amount under the. 
Act, $219,097 annually. 
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A New Library on the Mississipp1 


By C. Lamar WALLIs, Director, Memphis Public Library 


The Romanesque, red sandstone Cossitt 
Library Building, which had _ served 
Memphis as a landmark at the corner of 
Front Street and Monroe Avenue for 
sixty-six years, lowered its proud turret 
and gables before the demolition crews 
in the spring of 1958. Rising in its place 
today on the bluffs overlooking the 
Mighty Mississippi is an entirely different 
structure—so different, in fact, that 
some elderly Memphians refer to it in 
terms that are not intended to be compli- 
mentary in the least! 

But “new Cossitt” is finding general 
acceptance from most of the people and 
downright enthusiasm from its patrons 
and from visitors to the city. What once 
was a rambling structure broken up into 
numerous rooms and hallways with dif- 
ferent levels, small windows, and dark 
corners, is now an airy, spacious building 
of two floors unbroken by the usual 


Reach 700 Publishers 


with one 4c stamp 
... order direct from 


BAKER & TAYLOR 


Oldest and Largest Exclusive 
Book Wholesaler in the U.S.A. 


Over one million volumes stocked 
Inventory of over 60,000 titles 
Fast reliable Book Service — 
Liberal Discount Policy 


WRITE Dept. TLA for free directory of 
Library Services. 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO. 
HILLSIDE, NEW JERSEY 





dividing room partitions. Where readers 
ence squinted to read in poor light, they 
now are surrounded by light carefully 
designed to give the greatest reading 
comfort. Readers who once sweltered in 
midsummer heat now enjoy the cool com- 
fort of air conditioning. 

No doubt Cossitt Library looks very 
little like a public library to Memphians 
who have not kept abreast of the changes 
in library architecture in other cities. 
Instead of a massive base with monu- 
mental steps it has a floor with glass 
walls at ground level, and its second floor 
is audaciously supported on round col- 
umns covered with sparkling blue Japa- 
nese tile. Some of its interior walls are 
covered with a green plastic material, 
while one wall behind the reference desk 
is covered in gleaming white Formica. 
To keep out the hot summer sun, the 
east side of the second floor is covered 


by 22-foot high vertical aluminum - 


louvers, and the south side is protected 
by a screen wall of hollow terra cotta 
in bright yellow. The glass on the south, 
west and east is treated to reduce glare. 

The lighting of the reference floor, 
particularly, has been praised by lighting 
engineers from New York as the finest 
illumination for reading yet devised. 
This system of lighting fixtures is known 
as an “integrated baffle ceiling” and em- 
ploys an acoustic material filled metal 
baffle arranged to form a rectangle 5 
ft. 3 in. by 1 ft. 9 in. into which is 
recessed one 4 ft., 40 watt fluorescent 
tube. Although the illumination is very 
high in foot candles, it provides the 
greatest of comfort for reading, evi- 
dently because of its freedom from glare. 
The entire ceiling is covered by these 
continuous baffles and produces an ar- 
tistic geometrical pattern both on the 
ceiling and through faint shadows on 
the walls. 

A fountain with reflecting basin graces 
the front entrance, where passersby linger 
a moment to watch the jets of water 
settle into the reflecting pool. The City 
Beautiful Commission provided the funds 
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for the fountain and are planning to 
erect a statue portraying an author and 
children reading beside the pool. While 
the Library Board was primarily con- 
cerned with obtaining sufficient funds 
to provide good library service, it wel- 
comed the addition of the fountain from 
another city agency. 

Two types of library services are given 
in the new Cossitt building. The ground 
floor is a circulation area similar to a 
branch library of about 8,000 sq. ft., ex- 
cept that there is no reference collection. 
There is a children’s corner on the first 
floor which is surprisingly well used for 
a collection so remote from residential 
areas. The second floor is the reference 
and research center for the entire library 
system and houses two fairly distinct 
divisions, a Business and Technology Di- 
vision and a General Reference Division 
(all reference work not performed by 
Business and Technology). 

The Business and Technology Division 
came into being with the opening of the 
new building and was inspired by Mayor 
Edmund Orgill, who appointed a com- 
mittee to recommend a means of estab- 
lishing a technical library for Memphis. 
The committee recommended that Cossitt 
Library should be the home of this tech- 


nical collection; and since that time the 


Goodwyn Institute, a private institution, 


has announced its intention of combining 
its technical library with that of Cos- 
sitt’s. The future of this collection looks 
bright. . 

This new downtown library was the 
fifth new building within the past five 
years for the Memphis Public Library 
system. Another, a 6700 sq. ft. branch, 
is currently under construction,. while 
bids will be received during the fall for 
still another branch to be completed by 
the spring of 1961. There is a consola- 
tion for the librarians in Memphis who 
waited so long for modern library facili- 
ties—now everyone works in a handsome 
new building! 

BUILDING DATA 
ARCHITECTS: 

Office of Walk C. Jones, Jr. 
DATE OF OPENING: 

November 29, 1959. 

AREA: 
Usable space, 22,000 sq. ft. 


Cost: ; 

Building, $642,533; fountain, $13,844 
(City Beautiful Commission) ; site, 
gift of City in 1890; furniture and 
equipment, $75,000. 

Book CAPACITY: 

50,000 vols. (built adjacent to old 
bookstack with capacity of 300,000 
plus). 

FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT SUPPLIERS: 
Remington Rand (except auditorium 
chairs by Herman Miller). 

TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION: 

Reinforced concrete, first and second 
floors, with steel frame above. 

LIGHTING: 

“Grateline” luminous ceiling, fluores- 
cent, first floor; “Smithcraft” inte- 
grated baffle ceiling, fluorescent sec- 
ond floor. 

FLoors: 

Rubber tile. 

HEATING: 

Gas-fired, hot water radiant panels in 
floors and hot water coils in air hand- 
ling units. 

AIR CONDITIONING: 

Carrier, 125 h.p. centrifugal com- 
pressor. 
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State Finance in Relation to the 


Public Library Program 


By Epwarp J. Botina, Director, Division of Finance and Administration 


Address made at the Tennessee Library Trustees Institute, Hermitage Hotel, Nashville 
October 6, 1960 


As one dedicated to governmental 
economy, efficiency, and budget balanc- 
ing, I welcome the opportunity to be a 
participant in this program with its 
theme ““A New Decade—A New Look.” 
Too seldom do we find an evaluation 
being made of the goals and effectiveness 
of our governmental programs. One of 
the cardinal sins of federal, state and 
local government is the continuation of 
programs and functions which have long 
since outlived their usefulness. I submit 
to you that no new program should be 
started or an old one expanded without 
evaluative examination of existing pro- 
grams. I congratulate this group on 
taking a ““New Look.” 

All government programs are limited. 
All service programs, public or private, 
are limited by the supply of funds rather 
than ultimate needs and/or ideal goals. 
Accepting this very basic and obvious 


point must be our starting place for a 


discussion on financing our library pro- 
grams. Limits are necessary—not just a 
necessary evil, but a constructive neces- 
sity. 

Let us consider a hypothetica: situation 
in which an agency of government would 
receive all the funds it requested. Before 
a very long period of time, because of 
the inherent characteristics of all levels 
of government service, any program 
would lose its purpose and focus. There 
would not be a need for determining 
priorities, nor comparing values of 
various phases of the program, nor edu- 
cating the public to recognize the areas 
of urgent need. Limitations in funds, 
then, can and should improve the quality 
of our programs through weeding out 
the least effective parts. 

Immediately, I am sure you will ask 
how these limits are determined. First, 
they are determined by the financial con- 


dition of the state or supporting popu- 
lation. Second, and this is part of your 
responsibility, they are determined by 
competition with other services supported 
by the same resources, i.e. by pressure or 
interest groups. 

A democratic government earns its 
daily bread by doing things that its people 
want and expect to have done. If things 
that people want are done, they are not 
done simply by the General Assembly 
enacting laws or by the Governor issuing 
orders. They are not the accomplish- 
ments of abstractions like “legislature” 
and “executive.” They are works of 
groups of men and women sharing a 
common interest. 

It is the responsibility of your interest 
group to provide the public and govern- 
ment officials with relevant data so that 
policy decisions will reflect the ultimate 
judgments reached by the people. 

Democratic practice does not always 


measure up to this ideal. At times public : 


opinion is non-existent; at other times 
public opinion does not rest upon a grasp 
of the facts in a problem; but instead 
upon emotions or selfish interests. Yet, 
the concept of an informed public 
opinion as the basis of democracy remains 
valid, for it is clear that in most cases 
the position taken by government is con- 
sistent with the majority of public 
opinion. Still it must be remembered 
that emotions are in competition with in- 
telligence in formulation of public 
opinion. In this area your group is chal- 
lenged. Your programs in the eyes of 
the public are more subjective than some 
others they compete with, that is to say 
you can’t demonstrate to the public that 
you directly help the needy or the sick. 
Yours is a problem of education which 
requires a stronger and more informative 
interest group. 
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I am happy to say that I do not fore- 
see or anticipate any very difficult prob- 
lems in financing our library programs in 
the next biennium. With the extension 
of the Library Services Act by Congress 
for another five years and with the re- 
lease of the entire federal appropriation 
for the year 1960-61, we have as much 
or more money for our programs than 
any time before. However, I realize that 
the cost of continuing programs at their 
present levels is constantly increasing 
with requirements for higher salaries and 
other costs also soaring. 

On the state level, we are committed 
during the remainder of this fiscal year 
and the next biennium to operate within 


available funds from present tax sources. . 


This does not mean that improvements 
are not possible. It does not mean that 
new programs must be forgotten. It may 
mean that existing programs must stand 
the test of usefulness and effectiveness 
and must be weighed against possible 
alternate programs. 


To conclude on anything but an opti- 
mistic note would not reflect my true 
feelings about the future of the all im- 
portant library services. Of course, I 
cannot make specific recommendations; 
however, under the existing circum- 
stances at the state level, it appears that 
funds for expanded services in the near 
future will have to come from other than 
State Government sources and from re- 
evaluating and re-organizing outmoded 
or inefficient programs. 


At this point in history our nation 
has an almost incredible ability to pro- 
duce materials and goods, and is rich 
beyond the most vivid imagination of any 
man who ever lived up to 100 years ago. 
Still with all these good times, the need 
for government services is very great. 
The new decade presents us with a chal- 
lenge to meet these problems. I feel con- 
fident with your start of taking a ‘““New 
Look,” this challenge will be met. 
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NEWSNOTES 
Public Libraries News 


Bids were taken on October 3 for the 
Sequoyah Hills Branch of the Knoxville 
Public Library. The construction of this 
3500 square foot branch is expected to 
get underway in November. 


The new McClung Historical Room 
had an open house on October 2, with 
over 100 people in attendance. This 
newly equipped room came as a result 
of a $10,000 gift from Mrs. C. M. 
McClung. The room formerly occupied 
by the collection is now undergoing reno- 
vation for a new audio-visuals section, 
a private office, and a multi-purpose 
room seating 50 people, where the li- 
brary’s book selection activities, library 
sponsored meetings, and film and phono- 
graph record activities will be carried on. 
Further central building improvements 
include a newly furnished Young People’s 
section, new furniture for the Children’s 
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Room, and new office equipment for de- 
partment heads. 


With the addition of Mrs. Royce Dun- 
ham to the staff, who has a Master’s De- 
gree in music, the library is launching a 
revitalized audio-visuals program. A film 
catalog will be printed, the framed art 
collection will be expanded and promoted, 
and the phonograph record collection will 
be enlarged to meet the tremendous de- 
mand. 

The Knoxville Public Library recently 
published its library policies in booklet 
form. This booklet contains present book 
selection policies, discarding _ policies, 
meeting room rules, etc. The staff 
manual is under revision and will be 
published January 1. 

Mrs. John Armistead, member of the 
Board of Trustees, was elected Chairman 
of the Trustees Section of SELA at the 


recent convention in Asheville, North ~ 


Carolina. Ten public librarians from 
Knoxville attended the convention. 


Fifty-six persons attended the dinner 
meeting of the East Tennessee Library 
Club in Knoxville on September 23, 
where Robert Franklin, Director of the 
Toledo Public Library, presented his slide 
talk on the public library. New Presi- 
dent of the club is Miss Katherine Mon- 
tague, Librarian of the U. T. Under- 
graduate Library. 

Miss Opal Castleberry, Bookmobile Li- 
brarian for the Clinch-Powell Regional 
Library Service, resigned to take a po- 
sition with the National Laboratories Li- 
brary, Oak Ridge. 

The regional staff of the Clinch-Powell 
Region is making a concerted effort to 
cut down on “lost” and “‘overdue” books 
in their bookmobile stations. During the 
first run of the bookmobile after the 
beginning of the fiscal year, July 1, 25% 
of the stations visited reported no lost or 
overdue books. Three of these stations 
had had the same record during the run 
just previous to this one. A special check 
of the stations in between bookmobile 
visits is paying off. 
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The Fort Loudoun Regional Library 
Center was moved September 14 from 
its location on Eastanallee Avenue, 
Athens, to a location on the Old Etowah 
Road in the Athens suburbs. The build- 
ing now occupied by the regional center 
was formerly a grocery store and has 
been renovated for use by the center. 
It is three doors south of the junction 
of the Englewood and Etowah roads. 
An Open House is planned in the near 
future. Watch for announcements! 


The Business and Professional Women’s 
Club of Rockwood in conjunction with 
Roane County Art Clubs sponsored an 
Art Exhibit in the Rockwood Public 
Library October 2 from 2:00 to 5:00 
p-m. There were over 40 entries. The 
sponsors were delighted by the response 
of Roane Countians. The exhibit was 
most successful and all concerned have 
been receiving well deserved congratula- 
tions. 


The Roane County Library Trustees 
recently presented certificates of appreci- 
ation to all custodians of bookmobile 
stations who had served one year or 
longer. Mrs. N. H. Duff, with 18 years 
service as custodian, was especially hon- 
ored. Custodians of six stations received 
such awards and were pleased at this 
recognition. 


The Luna Gauldin Library in Trimble 
has recently been reopened after being 
displaced when the building in which it 
was located was leased for a clinic. The 
new quarters were rented in a business 
building on the main street, and dona- 
tions of paint, labor and money from 
interested citizens have made possible 
this attractive location. ill ~ locally 
owned books have been repaired and 
catalogued, and a large selection of 
county and regional books added to the 
shelves. Both regional staff and _ local 
people have worked on this project. At 
present it is open to the public one after- 
noon each week. 


Construction on the new City Hall 
in Paris, Tennessee, is proceeding rapidly. 
This building includes an entire wing 
with a separate entrance for the recently 
combined Paris-Henry County Library. 
Plans for this wing were drawn with 
the advice of the Public Libraries Di- 


vision, and every effort was made to 
provide for the present and future needs 
of the library. The boards hope to be 
able to move into the new quarters before 
next summer. Mr. William Balch is 
chairman of the Paris City Library Board, 
and Mr. Julian Brewer is chairman of the 
Henry County Board. 


Two counties in the Reelfoot Region 
have seen progress during the past three 
years through the combination of sepa- 
rate libraries into one central library in 
each county. These are Dyer County 
and Henry County. After several years 
of effort, the combination of the Dyers- 
burg Woman’s Club Library and the 
Dyer County Library was brought about, 
and the joint library opened in June, 
1958. From two small and ineffective 
units, a live, growing library has come. 
The library is open forty hours a week, 
employs a full-time librarian and a part- 
time assistant, sponsors children’s reading 
programs, story hours, and a Great Books 
Discussion, and now is backing the com- 
pilation of a county history. The 
1959-60 annual report shows a book col- 
lection of nearly 10,000 volumes, more 
than 2300 registered borrowers, over 200 
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children participating in the summer 
reading program, and an annual circula- 
tion last year of 26,506. The library is 
located in a building owned by the 
county, but renovated by the city, and 
is administered by a joint city-county 
board. The appropriation for library 
service was increased substantially by 
both the city and the county following 
the organization of the joint board. 


The Memphis Public Library’s new 
salary schedule for beginning graduate 
librarians is $3960 to $4680, plus added 
free hospitalization and retirement bene- 
fits amounting to approximately 8% of 
the salary. Because Memphis salaries 
were very low, this represents a con- 
siderable increase in one step. The courts 
have cleared the way for the consolida- 
tion of Goodwyn Institute’s Technical 
Library with the Reference Library 
housed in the downtown Cossitt Library 
Building. If the Legislature approves the 
consolidation, the Cossitt Library Busi- 
ness and Technology Department will 
become one of the finest in the country 
with the addition of many thousands of 
items from the Goodwyn Institute. The 
Memphis Public Library Noon-Hour 
Book Reviews have been attracting good 
audiences each week since they were 
resumed on September 1. Recently re- 
viewed were Seedtime on the Cumber- 
land, Mistress of Mellyn, and Felix Frank- 
furter Reminisces. The reviews are held 


every Thursday at 12:15 in the down- 
town Cossitt Library Building. The first 
preliminary index to the vast collection 
of Senator Kenneth McKellar’s papers 
has been completed by Professor Joseph 
H. Riggs of Memphis State University, 
working at the Memphis Public Library 
since June. The collection is estimated 
to weigh in the neighborhood of 12 tons 
and is housed in 422 file boxes. It is 
rich in source material on TVA and 
many other subjects which were before 
the Congress during the years from 1911 
to 1953. In-service training classes were 
resumed at the Memphis Public Library 
on October 4 and will continue through- 
out the winter and spring months. Lec- 
tures and demonstrations are presented 
by department heads, and all staff mem- 
bers except pages are required to attend 
most of the lectures. Miss Estrid Kel- 
strup, librarian from Denmark, will 
complete her stay at the Memphis Public 
Library at the end of October after 
having studied the library system for the 
past four months under the auspices of 
the American-Scandinavian Foundation. | 
Memphis librarians have learned as much 
from Miss Kelstrup as she has learned 
from them. 


Miss Elizabeth Edwards, Librarian, 
Chattanooga Public Library, has been 
named Executive Director for National 
Library Week in Tennessee for this year. 
NLW is April 16-22, 1961. 


School Libraries News 


Mrs. Mallie Newsom, after serving as 
librarian for ten years at Parkview School, 
is now librarian at Highland Park, a new 
elementary school in Jackson. © Mrs. 
Frances Boone is librarian at Parkview 
School. Mrs. Boone has had experience in 
the Arkansas schools. Mrs. Jessie May- 
field, Whitehall School, Jackson, was 
elected state vice president of Alpha 
Delta Kappa, international honorary 
teacher’s sorority, at the Gatlinburg Con- 
vention in June. 


Miss Louise Meredith, Supervisor, Li- 
braries and Instructional Materials, State 
Department of Education; Mrs. Sara 


Tipton Lamsey, Supervisor and Director 
of Hamilton County-Wide Library Serv- 
ices; Mrs. Mallie Newsom, Parkview 
School, Jackson; Mrs. Chlora Dunn, 
Brainerd High School, Chattanooga; Miss 
Anna Cebrat, Oak Ridge High School; 
attended the ALA Conference in Mon- 


treal. 


Mrs. Florence Leech Simmons, Super- 
visor, Chattanooga City Schools Libraries, 
attended the Montreal Conference of 
ALA and spent four days following in 
Quebec with Eleanor Ahlers, Executive 
Secretary of AASL, Elenora Alexander, 
Supervisor of School Libraries in Houston 





and Mattie Ruth Moore, Supervisor of 
Libraries in Dallas. Chattanooga City 
Schools have a new film library of some 
650 films. A subject and title catalog 
on cards is being prepared for each school 
with a classified catalog for the junior 
and senior high school librarians. Miss 
Emily Spencer, formerly librarian at Cal- 
casieu Parish Library, Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, is serving as librarian at Chat- 
tanooga High School. Miss Spencer is 
a native Chattanoogan and a graduate of 
Peabody. Miss Charlotte Ann Hixon is 
librarian at the new Red Bank Junior 
High School, Hamilton County, which 
opened this fall. Miss Ruby Florence 
Tucker is the assistant librarian at East 
Ridge High School, Hamilton County. 
The Hamilton County librarians have 
just finished the new “Librarian’s Hand- 
book” and it is being put in print now. 
New officers of the Chattanooga Area 
Library Association are Mrs. Montice B. 
Howard, Tyner High School, President; 
Mrs. Marjorie Stevenson, Kirkman High 
School, Vice President; Mrs. Eva Ghig- 
natti, North Side Junior High School, 
Secretary; Miss Almenda Hood, Chatta- 
nooga Public Library, Treasurer. 


Mrs. Barbara H. Mayfield is librarian 
at Rockwood High School. Last year 
Mrs. Mayfield taught chemistry at Rock- 
wood and during the summer attended 
the University of Tennessee. Mrs. Helen 
H. Burnette, formerly at Rockwood, is 
at home caring for her young son. 


Mrs. Mattie Belle Ross, Arnold Me- 
morial Junior High School, Cleveland, 
spent part of the summer working in the 
library. All the books are now completely 
catalogued. New tables, chairs and a 
magazine rack have been added. The li- 
brary itself was enlarged to include space 
for an audio-visual room. Mrs. Paul 
Davis, George R. Stewart Elementary 
School, Cleveland, is taking a year’s leave 
of absence. Mrs. Dick Kerr is currently 
serving as librarian. Mrs. Kerr has had 
experience in the Children’s Room at the 
Cleveland Public Library. 


Miss Anna Cebrat, Oak Ridge High 
School, taught “Children’s Literature” 
and “Book Selection” for a six week 
term at New York State Teacher’s Col- 
lege, Albany. While in New York Miss 
Cebrat took a number of interesting side 
trips and after school closed visited with 
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her nephews in New Orleans. Miss Mari- 
lynn Schmermund is serving as the li- 
brarian at Linden Elementary School, 
Oak Ridge. Linden re-opened this fall 
after being closed since 1956, but in this 
time the building has been used by the 
Clinton High School. Jacqueline Snyder, 
Glenwood Elementary School, Oak Ridge, 
is now Mrs. James B. Ball. The Oak 
Ridge School System continued its pro- 
gram of summer reading through the 
elementary school libraries. Elva Bain, 
Mary Eades, Madge Harrel and Mrs. Ira 
Junkins shared in the eight weeks’ pro- 
gram. 

Miss Rosalind Crass, Waverly-Belmont 
Junior High School, Nashville, visited 
eighteen European countries on a ten- 
week tour during the summer vacation. 
Miss Crass states that the two most 
memorable events were attending a per- 
formance of the “Passion Play” in Ober- 
ammergau, Germany, and the opera 
“Aida” in the amphitheater in the 
Thermal Baths of Caracalla in Rome. 
Mrs. Willodene Scott (formerly Mrs. 
Willodene Stewart) Howard High School, 
Nashville; Miss Louise Meredith, Super- 
visor Libraries and Instructional Ma- 
terials, State Department of Education; 
Miss Ada McCaa (formerly Peabody 
Demonstration School) Supervisor, Li- 
braries and Instructional Materials, Mis- 
sissippi, taught at Peabody Library School 
during the summer. 


Mrs. Hazel Steadman, Selmer High 
School, is president of the Omega Chapter 
of Delta Kappa Gamma. Mrs. Steadman 
is working toward the Ed.S. degree at 
Peabody. Miss Sarah Margaret Lunn, 
McCord School, Lewisburg, and Miss 
Elizabeth Lovelace, Kirkpatrick Elemen- 
tary School, Nashville, received their 
M.A. in L.S. degrees from Peabody in 
August. 

Miss Esther Mae Davis, ‘Tennessee 
School for the Blind, toured: the New 
England States and part of Canada 
during the summer. Mrs. Margaret 
Ordoubadian is librarian at Webb School, 
Bell Buckle. Mrs. Helen Means, formerly 
at Webb, has retired. Miss Aline Lowry, 
E. W. Grove High School, Paris, at- 
tended the Delta Kappa Gamma Conven- 
tion at Sewanee and made a short South- 
ern trip to New Orleans and the Bayou 





Country of Louisiana. Mrs. Charles M. 
Davis, Elizabethton High School, was a 
club delegate to Tennessee Business and 
Professional Women’s Convention which 
met in Gatlinburg and to the national 
convention which met in Philadelphia. 
In addition, Mrs. Davis traveled in Ken- 
tucky and the Dutch Country in Penn- 
sylvania. Mrs. Tommy Elizer, Haywood 
County High School, Brownsville, is back 
after a year’s leave of absence. Mrs. 
Wilda Jane Blackmore, Gallatin High 
School, took a trip around the world. 
Mrs. Blackmore visited nineteen coun- 
ries. Miss Frances Reid, South Side High 
School, Jackson, spent the summer in 
Seattle, Washington. Miss Reid visited 
the Seattle Public Library which she de- 
scribes as “‘a dream.” Her return trip 
included Vancouver, Banff, Lake Louise 
and Winnipeg. Mrs. Ernest T. Neal, 
Bradley County High School, Cleveland, 
spent a week in New York City and 
worked for several weeks in the school 
library taking inventory. Mrs. Jewel G. 
Parker, Miss Hutchinson’s Memphis, 
spent the summer with her daughter in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. While in Honolulu, ~ 
Mrs. Parker visited the Honolulu Public 
Library and the library at the Univer- 
sity of Hawaii. Mrs. Bettye Smith, 
Frayzer High School, Memphis, attended 
two church conferences with her hus- 
band, one at Abilene, Texas, and the 
other at Parkersburg, West Virginia. 
Mrs. Smith ha” three daughters, one at 
Azusa College, Azusa, California; one at 
Asburg College, Wilmore, Kentucky; and 
one a junior at Treadwell High School. 
Mrs. John Bowers, Supervisor, Athens 
Elementary City Schools conducted a 
summer reading program “Around the 
World in Books” through the public li- 
brary. Mrs. Bowers is serving a second 
term as President of the Athens City 
Teachers Council. Miss Mary Alice Burk- 
halter, South Side High School, Knox- 
ville, moved her family from Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, to McMinnville during the 
summer. Miss Genevieve Gebhart, Cavert 
Junior High School, Nashville, toured the 
West making a special study of the 
Indian Country. Miss Wilma Folwell, 
Bailey Junior High School, Nashville, 
spent a month in California where she 
was instructor at George Pepperdine Col- 
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lege. Mrs. J. O. Lynn, Hickman County 
High School, Centerville, is planning a 
trip in October with her husband to the 
National Agricultural County Agents 


Convention which meets in Miami. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lynn are planning some in- 
teresting side trips. 


College and University Libraries News 


Crisman Memorial Library of David 
Lipscomb College reports a new staff 
member, Mrs. Jane W. Webb, Periodicals 
Librarian. Mrs. Webb has returned to 
live in Nashville after a stay in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida, where she was a high 
school teacher. She is also working on 
her M.A. degree in Library Science at 
Peabody Library School. 

Peabody Library School began its 33rd 
scholastic year as an ALA accredited li- 
brary school with an enrollment of 62 
students. These students are from various 
states as well as 9 foreign countries 
(Burma, China, Hong Kong, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Libya and Viet- 
nam.) Faculty members include Dr. 
Wm. A. FitzGerald, Director, and Pro- 
fessors Brewton, Cheney, Kaser, Kuhlman 
and Rescoe. Visiting Professor from 
Yonsei University, Korea, is Mr. J. Mc- 
Ree Elrod. Summer quarter dates have 
been announced for June 12 to August 
18, 1961. 216 students were in at- 
tendance at 26 courses during the 1960 
summer quarter. Professor Frances Neel 
Cheney is president of the Southeastern 
Library Association 1960-62. 

The seven librarians at East Tennessee 
State College Library are busy this fall, 
giving service to 4524 students. Mr. 
Arna Bontemps, author and librarian at 
Fiske University, has left this country 
for three months at Makerere College in 
Uganda, British East Africa, where he 
will study and lecture under the African 
Affairs program. Mr. and Mrs. Bontemps 
also will visit London, Paris, Rome, 
Nairobi and Strasbourg before returning 
to Nashville. 

Joint University Libraries has recently 
begun issuing mimeographed staff notes 
which are of great assistance in keeping 
the personnel informed of activities 
within the University Center. Since 
July four persons have been appointed to 


the JUL staff. Miss Barbara Williams 
rejoined the staff of the Central Division 
as a cataloger. She worked in the catalog 
department for two years before resign- 
ing earlier this spring to complete her 
library school training at Peabody. Mrs. 
Charles Chamberlain has become the 
assistant in the periodicals section at the 
Peabody Division. A native of Benton, 
Tennessee, Mrs. Chamberlain is a gradu- 
ate of Tennessee Wesleyan. She has had 
both teaching and library experience. 
Miss Winnie Mooney joined the JUL 
staff in August as the librarian of Pea- 
body College Division’s demonstration 
school. She is a graduate of Memphis 
State University and has a degree in 
library science from Peabody. Miss 
Mooney has had extensive public school 
experience in both teaching and librarian- 
ship and comes to JUL from Ridgley 
High School in West Tennessee. Mrs. 
Joan Caldwell is a new member of the 
Central Division’s catalog department. 
A native of Ohio, Mrs. Caldwell has 
recently moved to Nashville where her 
husband is enrolled in the Southern Insti- 
tute of Graphic Arts. 

Vanderbilt University will be host to 
the Southeastern Chapter of the Ameri- 
can Association of Law Libraries during 
its annual meeting November 3 and 4, 
announces Miss Mary Polk Green, li- 


brarian of the Law Division. Mr. Frank 


P. Grisham, librarian of the religion sec- 
tion of the Central Division of JUL, 
recently spent three days at Lake Juna- 
luska, where he participated in the pro- 
gram of the Southeastern Jurisdictional 
Methodist Historical Society. 

Miss Eleanor Steinke, librarian of the 
Vanderbilt University School of Medi- 
cine, appeared on the program of the 
Southern Regional Meeting of the Medi- 
cal Library Association at Jackson, Mis- 
sissippi, during October. She was the 
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member of a panel concerned with on- 
the-job training programs for medical 
library personnel. 

Several staff members of JUL attended 
the meeting of the Southeastern Library 
Association in Asheville. Participating 


on the program were Dr. A. F. Kuhlman, 
who presided at one meeting, Miss Clara 
Mae Brown, who appeared on a panel 
concerned with the indexing of historical 
materials and Mr. J. Isaac Copeland, 
treasurer of the association. Also attend- 
ing were Miss Mary Joan Finger, Miss 


Anna Loe Russell, Mrs. Eleanor Morrissey 
and Mr. David Kaser. 


Vanderbilt University’s first .allotment 
of its monumental Ford Foundation grant 
will benefit the JUL system in two im- 
portant ways: (1) $141,000 has been 
designated for “School of Law faculty 
additions, student aid, library improve- 
ment and research,” and (2) $25,000 
has been designated for the acquisition 
of general library books. This is only 
an initial step. The library figures in a 
very large way in the total VU plans 
which are to be announced later. 

Mr. James E. Alston is serving as 
Audio-visual Director of Knoxville Col- 
lege Library, replacing Mr. Christopher 
Reynolds who received an assistantship 
at Syracuse University, and is on a year’s 
leave of absence. The college has its 
largest enrollment to date—653 students. 
Mrs. Lois Clark received her M.S. in L.S. 
from Peabody Library School at the end 
of the summer session. She had a straight 
“A” average. 

Mr. Herbert Ingle, Jr. of Elizabethton, 
Tennessee, joined the Maryville College 
library staff in September as assistant in 
reference and cataloging. The graduating 
class of 1960 presented the college library 
with a new circulation desk which has 
added much to the reading room in con- 
venience and appearance. 

Miss Emma Turpin, librarian of the 
Southern College of Optometry, reports 





a fifteen percent increase in enrollment 
over last year, and a consequent greater 
use of the library. 

The Haskell Memoirs, edited by Gilbert 
E. Govan and James Livingood, was pub- 
lished in June by G. P. Putnam Sons. 
Dr. Govan is librarian of the University 
of Chattanooga Library. Miss Cynthia 
Lawson has been added to the staff as 
a clerical assistant. 

The University of Tennessee Library, 
Knoxville, announces the appointment of 
Mrs. Janis L. Coker (Emory ’59) and 


Mr. S. Jackson Thompson to positions in 
the Order Department. 

Mr. Don W. Jett, 10th recipient of 
the Mary E. Baker Scholarship, is at- 
tending Florida State University Library 
School. This scholarship, awarded annu- 
ally by the University of Tennessee Staff, 
is open to members, or former members, 
of the UT Library Staff, for graduate 
study. 

Air conditioning of the periodical 
stacks and reading room of Mooney Me- 
morial Library, University of Tennessee 


College of Medicine, Memphis, has re- — 


cently been completed. Miss Mary Tram- 
mell, Serials Librarian, attended the 
Southern Regional Meeting of the Medi- 
cal Library Association, October 21 and 
22 in Jackson, Mississippi. 

Mrs. M. Woodrow Smith is a new 
addition to the Order Department at 
Memphis State University. Mrs. Franklin 
Yost attended the Southeastern Library 
Association Meeting in Asheville, North 
Carolina. 


Word has just been received that Miss 
Thera Cavender, formerly Senior Cata- 
loger at the University of Tennessee Li- 
brary, was killed in an automobile acci- 
dent near Macon, Missouri, on October 
14, 1960, as she was returning from a 
visit to her home. She was enroute to 
Iowa City where she was Head of the 
Catalog Department at Iowa State Uni- 
versity. 
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